
Look to Third

Paul Schuette

for alto flute, bass clarinet, percussion, piano, viola, cello 
and live electronics



Instrumentation

Alto Flute
Bass Clarinet
Percussion
 vibraphone
 large suspended cymbal
 crotale (C4)
 medium gong
 bass drum
 flexatone
Piano
Viola
Cello 

Performance Notes

Stage Setup

Piano

Viola

Alto Flute Bass Clarinet

Cello

Percussion

Left Speaker Right Speaker
Conductor

Sound Diffusionist



Electronics

- All instruments need to be close miked (with uniform microphones, ideally).  If possible, use 
two microphones on the piano and two microphones on the percussion.  

- A computer equipped with Max/MSP is required to run the audio programs.  Contact the 
composer via his website, paulschuette.com, for the patches. 

- An audio interface which can facilitate 6-8 XLR inputs, 2 separate output channels and MIDI is 
required.  

- The conductor needs to have a standard MIDI foot pedal and a visual monitor. 

Signal Routing Diagram

Electronic Notation
Foot Pedal Staff
Quarter notes on this staff instruct the conductor to strike the foot pedal.  The type of effect 
triggered is listed below the staff and the number above the note will appear on the conductor’s 
visual monitor indicating a successful strike.  

In places where a tempo needs to be set for rhythmic panning or delay effects, the conductor sets 
the tempo by striking the pedal twice.  Both of these strikes are notated in the score as in the 
following example.

Audio 
Interface

Computer
Mixing 

Board 

To Left and Right Speakers

6-8 Microphones

Conductor
Foot Pedal

Visual Monitor



Delay/Panning Staves

These staves show the composite rhythm of these rhythmically oriented effects.  Curved graphic 
notation on the panning staff, as found in the second and third movement, indicates smooth and 
random fluctuations to the panning: the conductor need not worry about aligning with the effects 
in these instances.  Where specific (hard) panning rhythms are written, rhythmically strict time is 
important.  Sections employing delay effects do not require the same exactness.  

Fermatas -  for “electronic holds”

Fermatas are often found at the end of phrases where the electronics will cause the sound to 
continue.  The conductor should move on just before all electronic sounds die away completely - 
attempting to smoothly “dovetail” sections.   

Instrumental Notation

Flute Notation

o.b. = over blow n.a. = normal air fl. t. = flutter tongue 

Percussion Notation

Strings 

This symbol indicates “North” and “South” bowing.  If normal bowing is considered East/West 
with a perpendicular orientation of bow to string, North/South bowing calls for the bow to move 
parallel with the string in a sideways motion.  
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